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Join us for our Open Day

Celebrate 50 Years of the Western Sydney Records
Centre!
Western Sydney Records Centre, Saturday 22 November, 10am–4pm
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Join us for our Open Day as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Western
Sydney Records Centre in Kingswood, home to the vast and fascinating State
Archives Collection – the largest collection of records documenting the history of
NSW and the lives of its people.

Go behind-the scenes and enjoy a family-friendly day out with drop-in tours, history
and heritage talks, family history stalls, craft activities for kids, lawn games and
delicious food.

Free, register for event updates. 

Register now

Open Day highlights
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Treasures on display
Step back in time and experience some
of NSW’s most dramatic moments
through an extraordinary display of rare
archival treasures.

At the heart of a special display for Open
Day visitors, is the historic telegram
announcing the capture of the infamous
bushranger Ned Kelly, an event that
electrified the nation in 1880.

Alongside this remarkable piece of
history are letters, maps, photographs
and official records that reveal the
diverse people and events that shaped
the identity of NSW. Each item has been
carefully preserved and presented to
give visitors an intimate glimpse into the
past.

Drop-in tours
Guided tours on the day will take you
on an exclusive behind-the-scenes look
at the State Archives Collection. Journey
through the extensive storage areas, the
Conservation Lab and the publicly
accessible Reading Room. 

Led by expert archivists, you’ll step into
secure storage areas where millions of
original documents, photographs and
maps are carefully preserved and
discover how priceless records are
conserved, catalogued, and protected
for future generations. 

These drop-in walking tours will run
every 20 minutes with limited capacity
for each tour. The last tour starts at 3pm.
We recommend wearing comfortable
footwear best suited for walking. Some
parts of the tour have limited
accessibility.
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Family activities and
delicious food 
Bring the whole family and enjoy a fun-
filled Open Day with craft activities for
kids and lawn games.

Get hands-on and make your own
temporary mosaic artwork led by Penrith
Regional Gallery or celebrate our
milestone by making your own bunting to
decorate our colourful cardboard
birthday cakes.

Grab something tasty from our food
vendors, Pocket Rocketz, Brew Times
Coffee and Mapo Gelato serving
delicious treats, available for purchase
throughout the day.

Or bring a picnic and a picnic blanket
and enjoy lunch on the lawn.  

Family history stalls
Explore a vibrant marketplace of
knowledge with stallholders from the
National Archives of Australia, City of
Sydney, Ancestry, Penrith City Library,
Hawkesbury Library Service & Family
History Group, Royal Australian
Historical Society, and more. 

Chat with experts from the Society of
Australian Genealogists and  Nepean
Family History Society.

Learn from the Registry of Births, Deaths
and Marriages; MHNSW’s First Nations
Community Access to Archives project;
UWS Records and Archives
Management Services; and a
demonstration from the Penrith Museum
of Printing.

Open Day talks
Throughout the day, a series of in-depth talks will provide valuable insights into the
stories within the collection and how to undertake your own research. You’ll also
have the opportunity to ask an archivist your questions.

A separate registration for each talk is required. Spaces are limited. See the full list
of individual talks here. Some talks are booked out, however space may be
available on the day.
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First Nations Community Access to Archives project
11.15am–11.45am, speaker: Gulwanyang Moran, Manager, First Nations Access to
Archives Collections, MHNSW

Discover how the First Nations Community Access to Archives project is
enhancing access to First Nations archival materials. See some of the materials
being uncovered, containing essential information for language and cultural
revitalisation.

Register now
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Ships, more ships and
still more ships – State
Dockyards, Newcastle
10.30am–11am, speaker: Coleen
Milicevic, Lead Archivist, Public Access
Services, MHNSW

The NSW State Dockyard, Newcastle,
opened in 1942 at the height of World
War II. The dockyard played a large role
in the war effort by meeting the
increasing demand for ‘ships, more
ships, and still more ships’. Featuring
our recently digitised series of
photographs, negatives, slides and
microfilm, this talk will explore the
records of the State Dockyard,
Newcastle, held in the State Archives
Collection. Learn about this important
work and discover the untold stories of
the dockyard found within the collection.

Register now

Voices from the archives
– married women
teachers’ applications
1932–35
3pm –3.30pm, speaker: Emily Hanna,
Senior Archives Advisor, MHNSW

In the 1930s, all married women
teachers working for the Department of
Public Instruction faced dismissal. To be
considered for retention, married women
teachers had to complete a statutory
declaration every year explaining their
circumstances. The State Archives
Collection holds declarations for the
years 1932–35. This talk will explore the
declarations and the stories they tell.

Register now

Upcoming webinar
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Faculty Files: Uncovering Teacher Records in the
State Archives Collection
Online, Friday 28 November, 10.30am–11.30am

The Board of National Education was established in 1848, solidifying the
government’s role in the provision of education in the colony of NSW. Among the
responsibilities of the Board (and subsequent agencies) was the training,
examination and inspection of teachers. 

This webinar will explore 19th-century teacher records held in the State Archives
Collection, making it possible to trace teachers’ careers from young trainees through
to the established teachers they became. Whether you’re a family historian with a
teacher ancestor or a local school history enthusiast, learn how you can uncover
more information about teachers of the past.

Free webinar, registration required.   

Register

1–5. Open Day: Western Sydney Records Centre, 2023. Photos © James Horan for MHNSW; 6.
Specimen of Billy Blue’s language copybook found within the Colonial Secretary’s special
bundles, 1836. State Archives Collection, MHNSW: NRS-906-1-[SZ1000]; 7. SS William
MacArthur in dock – surveyors’ test holes, undated. State Archives Collection, MHNSW: NRS-
21054-4-1-D398; 8. Kinilibah Public School, students and teacher in front of schoolhouse,
undated. State Archives Collection, MHNSW: NRS-15051-1-19-[1040]-1; 9. Blackfriars Infants
School: teacher telling story to children, 1923. State Archives Collection, MHNSW: NRS-4481-3-
[7/15982]-St8621.
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Museums of History NSW cares for, and provides access to,
significant historic places, collections and archives in NSW and
is responsible for promoting knowledge and appreciation of
history. It is a statutory body, principally funded by the NSW
Government.

Copyright © 2025 Museums of History NSW

Our address:

Museums of History NSW
The Mint
10 Macquarie Street
Sydney NSW 2000 Australia

Western Sydney Records Centre
161 O’Connell Street
Kingswood NSW 2747 Australia

Our website: mhnsw.au
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